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NIBKAS 10,5

Published for the second Fractionmal Meiling, whatever Fred lerner ha_

numbered it, by Felice Rolfe and Ed Meskys, iecmbers Ordineire of N'APA.

Today being the 15th of January, 1965. Complaints may be mads to Falice

¢t 1360 Emerscon; kudos should be sent to Ed, whose sddress I disremember.
Palo Alto, Cal.

It is apmazing how desp.rate orne suddenly becomes, upon being told
by one's congeanlal coeditor, "I haven't time for the fractionaul mailing
this quarter; ycu’ll have to do it all yourself."

"Al1,EA?" I said in penic. "All," Ed repesated.
"Artwork, too?" "prtwork, too."

Now I am no artist. I say this with scme prlide; it tekes Moral
Fibre to admit that one is no artist, when all one's frienda (including
the Abominably Accomplished Coeditor) can at least siketch & passable
cartoon. However, it says in fire print on my divloma that I'm a
mathematician. Therefore, or Q.E.D., you mey obssrve that the cover
is a line conic, specifically a parabola, from Prcjective Geometry
(that being one of the geometries in which parallel 1lines meeot): That
the illo on this page is Desargues' Configuration againt &and the
one on the final page is from my early calculus days. (I've corrected
the equation. The one from which I originally derived this fanciful
ellipse was unfortunately the equation of a hyperbola.)

I'm sure you coculd be lesa interested. Shall we hie to the
malling comments?

2INGARO (Mark Irwin) -- lNostly I agree with your comments sbout
the Army. However, your assumption
that IQ is equivaleant to merit is
ot true. One of the most coapetent,
cepable, amiable people I ever knew
(a Lt. in the Army, in fact) had &
tested Ig of 90. On the other l.and
the most worthless and most unhappy
man of my acquaintance was off the
high end of the Stanford-Binet.
#AfELtvers has a point, too, although
the draft is more akin to the “"bomd-
gervant" iden in that there is8 a
token szlary, and it ian't for 1life.
It would be nica if we could ablde
by our ideals with raeagard to the
services (good word!), dut unfor-
tunately there are no longer enough
young men with either patriotism
or adventure in their hearts to
mnaintsin a standing army. We need
one. Pearl Harbor proved that; I
rezembar hearing tales from the
older Civi_ Air Peatrol members 'K
about the CAP doing the Coast Guard's Yrde o
work while the Coast Guard made llke . o,;’i”:
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v Navy becauge what little Navy we had was crippled at Pearl. Oh, sure,

we had plenty of volunteers right after Pearl; moss of them didn't know
vhich arnd of a gun to pick up. Took two years to zet them in fighting
shape and aquip them, That's a bit too long in thesse times. s
#4800 brece up, EE, and do your duty which you never would have

volunteered to do, if left alons. Right? And don't Jjump on me; I did
volunteer for the Air Force, but they seemed to think that one's signt (-
sheuld Le good enough to distinguish baiween an airplene and & hangar.
F4Contrary to tha ebove paragraphs, I'm not an ardent warmonger. But
neither do I blindly believe that no ons willl ever dare start a wer.

wor that the Zootsoldier is obsolete. ##lhile we're compleining, lark,

why ic hell didn't you take Jodl out on the mezzanine for those photos?!

THEOREE (4l Scott, & men after my own theoretical heart) -~ This
is the first fanzine I've evar seen that giotes the CRC Tablesl!
#iTermat's theoren is cloassly tied in with prime nuniers...wnhat a mind-
croggling understatement. #A#A4lelcone, King Samuel; good luck in
preserving your nonfan staty. - it cen be done, but the urge to »ubliash
is usually & bad sign. ##Enjoyed your chemical (!) cowpounds, but
didn't wade through your proof. F#All told, a nice first issue.

TETRAGRLAMIMATON (Jamss Wright) -- If you see no use for all this
crud, so what ara you doing adding to it? Loarninzg not to write crud,
that's what.

A STATEMENT OF POSTURE (Harlen Bllison) ~- This publication is

gcing to annoy a lot of people. It is & loud and irritating holler orf
irdignation, and besides it's a Pannish Tradition (that again) to be

arnoyed by Harlen Ellimon. le seems to promote it. But in this case, :
Farlen is Righti, He does good work; he's managed to inject some

aelf-way decent; sf into Hollywood, which in itself ought to get hin a
Huzo es Best Inertia~Overcomer or ecmething; and there has certainly
been enough good sf-fantasy drama this year to warrant inclusion of

the cetegory on the ballots. If Harlan's plea annoys you tecause he's
making it on his own behalf, look at it ‘this way; he is one of the vaxy
tew sf writers (I can't thirk of any other at the moment) who is actively
fighting the movie industry's letharzgy and anti-intellsctualism -- and

by God ae's winning! I think he ought to g9t his chance at the award,
whatever his reasons. And there's nothing wrong with a good, strong,
healthy selfish reason.
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SPINA (Creath Thorne) -— I agree with Clay about 73 deadwood.
I've been deadwocd uyself as far as the c¢lud proper is concerned, aver
since 1 Joined F'APA,..

THE JOURNAL OF TEE GODEN (?) JUG (Hank 8tine) -= Omne could hardly
argpue with the axiows of objsctivism as you-etate thom, 'mlthough it
seems & bit cthnocentric to assume that capitaliszc, = aystem evelved
by our own ags, ghould bs the :2oundation of the perfect
scciety. Ceme to think of it, that particular principle contains the
secds of its own contradiction in the stateagnt ",..supremacy of
individual rights.....exclusive function of governzsent 'is the protection
of rights®., ##Perhaps you are unsatisfied with your story for the
fecllowing reason., Like Ayn Rand, you sre"dividinsg all persors into
two sharply separate and distinct types. Anyone with an eye to see can
lcck et bis friends and (if he has more;than one) it will be clsar to
him that there sre wmore thar two classes of people. If you are irying
tc prove a point by oversimplification of your charactera, fine. But



if vou were expecting the story to be a micror I reallty, natuloil
vyou'll be disappointad with it. #Flhere seems to be a good daal of
sontradiction in Ayo Band's work. Teke the heroine of THE FOUNTATILILD.
for example. It has never been clear to mec why it is any more honest
to hete the man you're 3sleeping with, than to sleep with a man you hetl
Al) rignt, I know she didn't really hate him., but gshe pade herself
believe she did., which i even more dishonest. fF#Tanere is a great decl
of traditional holdover in kigs Rand's descriptions of women's eceoctiors
and of men-woman relationships. I can probably be traced to her
Buroopean background, tut all the same 1t is astonishing {0 see such vic
in a woman writer with hex convictions. (Of course, if her stroug
wonen acted as simply and diresetly as har strouog men, she'd have the
devil of a tim~ findling plots.) ##The theme of lliss Rand's books is
indeed 2 welcome change from the glorification of mediocrity that has
been around the last few years (tho I notice that this doetrine hasan't
done much more than make the mediocre happy with his lot -- it hasu't
held back the talented very much. There jig & place for mediocrity,
v'know -- ask any professional woman who has tried to get moderately
intelligent care for uner children; esk sny brilliesnt mathematician who
has had to teech freshman algebra.) #¢The SF Profile article in
Anazing for February 13965 will intreduce you to S. Fowler ¥WHi¥d(
Wright (that was a genuine typ: too), & man of Ayn Hand's convictions
who wrote some fine sf. The article is disapnroving in tone, but you
can get guite a reading list out of it.

SHALMIRANE [Tom CGLlibert) ~- "Introduction to a Honenity"? Nonscers:
You're obviously aot & nonenity. Oops, it says "nonentity"...I dunno
about that...com2 on up for the next G&S party (larch 6) and let ne
s¢0. Incidentally, all Angelenocs are invited for that; Liaghem Bousa
bas & pew kitchen and I'm looking forward to christening it. #¥ A
weekly N'APA? Xrest forbld! /# This was very nice reading, Tom; you
aave 8 pleasant and literate style, and I'm really lookinz forward
to reading SHAL next time.

RASTY (Durncan kcFarland) -- The reason you couldn't put the water
that hed evapcrated back in the corflu, was because that water was
sther., ##Children's having to be brainwahsed into tolerance is net a
ratter of "something wrong with society", Duncan. Children are not
vora tolerant; 1it's a learned attitvde. The local brats have been
teasing my daughter unmercifully simply beczuse two of her teeth have
bzen pulled, instead of coming out naturally. DBven a mathematician
conldn't split that hair. “s a matter of - fact, Children have tr
learn all of the civilized habits, like not esting with your fingors,
or not klonking your buddy because you want his wagoa. (Hooray fur
inhibitions, sez I.) /H#Joe suggests that the coin shortags may be
due to the proliferation of vending machines iu the last few years.
The SF miat has been reopened, by the way.

INFESRNAL AVENUES (John Boston) -- Davy is out in papertack now,
#7"Stald, respectabls scientific types™? Hdot the ones T know! £ iDhig
also was an enjoyable, rsadable zine., <“hanks, John,

Giitis INE (GliCmrr) -- Phil, you might be interested in George
Stewart's LAN: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. ‘'Scuse me, Gem, but you did lead
of f with Phil's letter. ##ho says a simple food-gathering culture ie
a paradise? Not for me, thank you. #£klectriciang have the"rules"
forced on thew by the facts of the physical world, namely that if
they don't use the propsr amount of insulation {which they've found
out by exveriment), they'll get zapped into oblivion. So far the
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3 pizizal fact Thaet heving aps: vaganited Lwid:
ncush Do whe pethsm, vut it's shicar hell for She Wilas, I Faed
cgreats should have only ss many children as thay can love, that Lois )
cre importand than paterial advavtzges —~- provided the fan:ly isn!’ v
aturving., o soma peopls, no kids would he Uoo many, Thet's vou a '
dermibion of such pzeple (aeturaily not, aince T'm one of tnam), iNta
T Fant I also think that wien »arsats have a really scricas
gonclisy coaflioct with o child, thsy should be encsurazed by saciet
0 epyengs a vetter howe enviconment for itd® It would e & bhig uie;
sovarda the world's sanity. Sflds yor may neve sotliced, this “vanvt by
f vha faniy® 1dea maally dugs me, #Oublnc schicols are under lusal
suntral row. apd look what a lousy 30u thay Jo. This is not a reluteds
£ Four argument, however, b:cause unds» Feleral conirel they wouli
aiross surTely do worsoe. uOm@ think a naticonal standend would ba an
advantuze, hut I personuily feel thet lote of loeal ssandards ranisivy
rom faiz to bad ar2 betier thaa a 51nv10 standard thss 1s u?plG?ﬁbch
##Don't zeliavz, Gem:; who wuuld we hawe o
argue w*ch’
BUFFLRING SOL'NS (Juli Ssphton) ==
. Hew would X fesl if I were Rubhy, Judi?
Probably that I'd done the right thing —-
another reason for the =aae world to pubh oo
AT, avey. ¥hen's the next times hz'll decids
il / somebody nesds killing? 4T llve jn an
B Vi irtellectual group (our noan-fen fricnds .
SN ST too), arnd noene of uvs have been borned 2t N
A/ /ﬁ‘/,fé' the stake yst., Probably the seeret 1s oot )
N Y [ / to be snobty about it (He]TO, Nbrtﬁ Beach, A
. /‘; -,,// Greenwiah V¢13awe) Fifsychiatry is a long ’
oL way from belag sable to maks a certein cure
N T ameaam o p e There arc many instances of second offendais
among supposesdly cured psychopaths, and iv's
Cx-4)% Ly ST kind of roush on the second vistim - fov
— e maﬁ?"- = [ whom I hawe much nore symnathy than for th:
i 4 psychopath, 4dfour statemead that o lawye:r
would xs% her be dead than disbarred contra-
dilets your disapproval of eapital punishmeat —- vhat is imprisonument
but disbarral from socletsy?
ALC:I SR, (RBom Hisks) -- D'Anteagnsn's Memolrs can probably e found
in a larze elty or universisy librarwy, It is in 3 volumes, and wves
coiplled, perazps written, by Courtilz de Sandres. The old boy was real,
L. righi; he i3 mentioued in the ILetters of ¥ademe d2 S8vignd in con~
tiom with ¥ouguet's trial, The Liemo’7e are' heavy raadLhJ.
Theaz2 have bsea vhouzhis off the toy of & head taab feels as il
oo L3 coming off. 'In addition to the above, I greatly enjoyed
BARAY and SCCALIBUR neqpecnal¢3 the eanay on 0dd Jonaz); and Go =
BOSOL EL39NT, each other zine which ian'y munticned.
Lhe so0p of She mornizn' to ye
. . !
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